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Letter from a Lady to her Friend, giving an account of the 
conversion of Miss Eleanor D. 


CONCLUDED. 


When Mr. , the gentleman under whose minis- 
tration she was converted, was going to preach in the 
next village. she walked three miles to hear him. Of 
this, she says in her journal, * | went alone, not daring 
to let my friends know that I liked preaching we Tl 
enough to go so farto hearit.” From this period she 
regularly attended the sanc tuary, but ah! how chang- 
ed her appearance. She use ‘d to enter the courts of 
the Most High apparently unconscious that it was the 
house of prayer. She now entered as if she saw and 
felt the visible presence of Deity. 

She arose to prayer, as if the throne of grace was in 
full view; indeed, the solemnity of her de portment de- 
monstrated that she w orshipped God “in spirit and in 
truth.” 

She was always the idol of her friends. The suav- 
ity of her manners, the phancy of her disposition, were 
very endearing; but this change from devoting herself 
wholly to the world, to devoting herself to God, excit- 
ed much opposition ; but here | cannot be particular— 
suffice it to say, she retired as often as possible, from 
her loved society (but not tillone of them affirmed he 
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Letter from a Lady, to her Friend, giving an account of the 
conversion of Miss Eleanor D. 


CONCLUDED. 


When Mr. , the gentieman under whose minis- 
tration she was converted, was going to preach in the 
next village, she walked three miles to hear him. Of 
this, she says in her journal, “ I went alone, not daring 
to let my friends know that I liked preaching well 
enough to go so far to hearit.”. From this period she 
regularly attended the sanctuary, but ah! how chang- 
ed her appearance. She used to enter the courts of 
the Most High apparently unconscious that it was the 
house of prayer. She now entered as if she saw and 
felt the visible presence of Deity. 

She arose to prayer, as if the throne of grace was in 
full view; indeed, the solemnity of her deportment de- 
monstrated that she worshipped God “in spirit and in 
truth.” 

She was always the idol of her friends. The suav- 
ity of her manners, the pliancy of her disposition, were 
very endearing; but this change from devoting herself 


_. wholly to the world, to devoting herself to God, excit- 


ed much opposition ; but here I cannot be particular— 
suffice it to say, she retired as often as possible, from 
her loved society (but not tillone of them affirmed he 
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had rather follow her to the burying ground, than 
she should be a christian,) and at home, and in the 
sanctuary found that peaceof God which the world 
could neither give nor take away. She was very par- 
tial to the seventeenth psalm of Dr. Watts, which was 
Very appropriate to her case. 





1 
‘Lord, I am thine, and thou wilt prove, 
My faith, my patience, and my love ; 
When men of spite against me join, 
They are the sword, the hand is thine. 
9 


Their hope and portion lie below 
Tis all the happiness they knew ; 
Tis all they seek, they take their shares, 
And leave the rest among their heirs. 
3 
W hat sinners value, I resign, 
Lord ’tis enough that thou art mine : 
I shall behold thy blissful face, 
And stand complete in righteousness. 


4 
This life’s a dream, an empty show, 
But the bright world to which I go, 
Hath joys substantial and sincere ; 
When shall | wake and find me there, 


5 


©! glorious hour, O! blest abode, 
I shall be near and like my God; 
And flesh and sin no more control, 
The sacred pleasures of the soul. 
6 
My flesh shall slumber in the ground, 
Till the last trumpet’s joyful sou nd ; 
Then burst the chains with sweet surprise, 
And in my Saviour’s image rise. 


This psalm comprehended at once her faith and 
her hopes. She considered all opposition as a trial of 
the former, and her peace and joy in the divine spirit 
as an evidence of the pardon of her sins through Jesus 
Christ, henceforth “forgetting the things that were be- 
hind, she pressed forward to the mark of the prize of 
her high calling,” but not to the exclusion of the rela- 
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tive duties: far from it. Her filial, her fraternal and 
friendly affections, whose highest motive had been to 
bind all that were dear to her in the bonds of love and 
friendship, to secure the esteem of all she knew, were 
now extended, sublimed, exalted to the love of God. 
Now all the feelings of her soul rose to their proper 
centre. She loved God with all her heart and soul. 
and not only those who were dear to her, but the 
whole family of mankind. Warmed with this sacred 
fire, which comes down from heaven—endued with 
grace divine, to bear and forbear, she lived as “ seeing 
him who is invisible.” She considered herself led by 
the divine hand in the sure and certain path that leads 
to glory, honour and immortality. Now she felt her 
obligation, whatever she did, to do all to the glory of 
God. She locked upon her past years as time wasted. 
She did not say “I’ve lost a day,” but I have lost years ; 
and, in the language of Dr. Watts, 


‘© What have I done for him, who died 
To save my wretched soul ; 

How are my follies multiplied, 

Fast as my minutes roll.” 


/Vow she saw the necessity of redeeming the time, 
but her task was difficult. She stood alone in a gay 
circle, all of them ready with one voice to attribute the 
change either to disappointment or enthusiasm. 

How to magnify the riches of divine grace—how to 
display its light, that all who saw it might glorify God, 
especially the dear companions of her class, now occu- 
pied all her thoughts. Born in affluence, she had al- 
ways dressed in the highest style. ‘This was now inad- 
missible, but to lay aside only its superfluities, was to 
incur the displeasure of her friends, perhaps disgust 
her associates. But “the word of the Lord is quick 
and powerful, sharper than any two edged sword.” 
[t pointed out the claims of the poor, and the demands 
of the gospel, with divine energy. It commanded her 
“todo good, and to communicate forget not, for with 
such sacrifices God is well pleased.” This was deci- 
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sive : agreeable to apostolick advice she henceforth 
« adorned herself in modest apparel; not with broid- 
ered hair, or gold, or pearl, or costly array; but, which 
becometh women professing godliness, with good 
works.” From this period she again solemnly devoted 
herself to the Almighty. 

[ passed the evening with my beloved friend, in a 
select company. Many of them with myself observed, 
that her deportment was very interesting. It was a 
sweet trait in her character, always to endeavour to ap- 
pear pleased and satisfied; at this period, however, 
she shewed evidently a mind dissatisfied. ‘The cheer- 
ful song, the animated converse, the partial attention of, 
the gentlemen, passed almost unheeded. She retired 
at an early hour, and as she bid us good night, she 
seemed to say— 

** Vain delusive world, adieu, 
With all of creature good ; 


Only Jesus | pursue, 
Who bought me with his blood. 


All thy pleasures I forego, 

I trample on thy wealth and pride ; 
Only Jesus will I know, 

And Jesus crucified.” 


And it proved so, the sacrifice was too great. ‘The 
disciple of a crucified Saviour could no longer drink 
at the broken cisterns, but must quench her thirst at 
the fountain of living waters. Of course the ball room, 
the card table, and large parties, were now relinquish- 
ed. Time was too precious for those idle amuse- 
ments. Time, fleeting time, was bearing her with 
alarming velocity to the bar of judgment ; every mo- 
ment, as it shortened her probationary state, came to 
her with infinite value ; she no longer 


‘* Gave to time eternity, regard 
Nor dreaming, took her passage for her port.”’ 


From this time her whole deportment had a com- 
manding influence, and few who saw her daily walk 
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and conversation, but could say “ almost thou persuad- 
est me to be a christian.” Her greatest opposers be- 
came reconciled; they found, by. happy experience, 
that what they lost in her accustomed vivacity, cheer- 
fulness and gaiety, was amply compensated by the 
sweet, the endearing assemblage, of heaven-born 
graces. 

But how shallI proceed? This dear, dear friend— 
this sweet example of early piety, lived but twelve 
months from the time of her conversion. Her illness, 
which was by no means alarming, was of few days 
continuance. I had visited her without any apprehen- 
sion. Finding she grew worse, I went with my dear 
Rebecea to watch with her. Nothing could exceed 
the solemnity of that night. There were five of us 
waiting the divine behest, as her fever had reached its 
height, and it was the opinion of her physician, that 
without immediate relief, her life must terminate that 
night. 

She conversed sometime, but none of us were able 
to reply; and none that were present, but her dear 
mother, knew what to say to a dying saint, and her 
grief prevented. 

She then pressed my hand which she had held a long 
time, and said, dear S will you pray for me? I 
could not speak, utterance failed. She said, will you 
not prayfor me? Dont you pray for yourself? Ifyou 
dont, it is high time to pray to God. Then turning to 
her mother, said, you will pray for me, but, alas, the 
parent’s heart was too full, the power of speech was 
almost gone. Finding no answer but our tears, she 
addressed the throne of grace, and commended us all 
with her departing spirit, to the mercy of God, observ- 
ing that she should soon appear at the divine tribunal, 
and that we must all appear at the judgment seat of 
Christ. As soon as she had ended, | called her father, 
who immediately went to prayer. With perfect con- 
fidence in him who hath the issues of life and death, 
and almost without a struggle or a sigh, she finished 
life’s short journey. 
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Such a display of the power of religion is seldom 
seen. Young, handsome, elegant in her deportment, 
placed in a situation to satisfy every wish of her heart, 
and her friends never happier than in gratifying her, 
Eleanor seemed to stand on an eminence, just ready 
for the “ god of this world to blind her mind, lest the 
light of the glorious gospel of Jesus Christ, who is the 
image of God, should shine into it.” “ But God, who 
is rich in mercy,” had compassion on her. He gave 
her power to feel the insufficiency of created good, and to 
evince that this world, when made subservient to the 
high interests of eternity, was the path to heaven, and 
led to the paradise of God. 

From the moment of her conversion, she evinced to 
the world, what it was to “ ive as seeing him who 1s in- 
vistble.” 

Great was her triumph over the world, death and 
the grave ; with holy boldness, with angel sweetness, 
she took leave of us. Death was disarmed. Jesus 
was glorified. Sinners were admonished, and human 

nature, in full possession of all its reasoning faculties, 
compelled to acknowledge, thts ts the work of God. 

Our reason may lull our minds into a momentary se- 
curity, and from erroneous principles early imbibed, 
we may possibly meet death with composure ; but it 

requires the omnipotent power of God to make us triumph 
over death. 


Transcribed from the miscellaneous works of Joseph Addi- 
son, Esq. 


Ist. Character of the times in which christian relig- 
ion was propagated. 

2d. And of many who embraced it. 

3d. Three eminent and early instances. 

4th. Multitudes oflearned men who came over to it. 

5th. Belief in our Saviour’s history the first motive to 
their conversion. 
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6th. The names of several Pagan philosophers, who 
were christian converts. | 

ist. It happened very providentially to the honour of 
the christian religion, that it did not take its rise in the 
dark illiterate ages of the world, but at a time when 
arts and sciences were at their height, and when there 
were men who made it the business of their hves to 
search after truth, and eift the several opinions of phi- 
losophers and wise men concerning the duty, the end 
and chief happiness of reasonable creatures. 

2d. Several of these, therefore, when they had in- 
formed themselves of our Saviour’s history, and exam- 
ined with unprejudiced minds, the doctrines and man- 
ners of his disciples and followers, were so struck and 
convinced, that they professed themselves of that sect ; 
notwithstanding, by this profession in that juncture of 
time, they bid farewel to all the pleasures of this life, 
renounced all the views of ambition, engaged in an un- 
interrupted course of severities, and exposed them- 
selves to publick hatred and contempt, to sufferings of 
all kinds and to death itself. 

3d. Of this sort, we may reckon those three early con- 
verts to christianity, who each of them was a member 
of a Senate famous for its wisdom and learning. Jo- 
seph the Arimathean, was of the Jewish Sanhedrim; 
Dionysius of the Athenian Areopagus, and Flavius Cle- 
mens of the Roman Senate, nay, at the time of his 
death, consul at Rome. These three were so thor- 
oughly satisfied of the truthof the christian religion, that 
the first of them, according to all the reports of antiqui- 
ty, died a martyr for it; as did the second, unless we 
disbelieve Aristides, his fellow citizen and contempo- 
rary ; and the third, as we are informed both by Roman 
and christian authors. 

4th. Among those innumerable multitudes, who, in 
most of the known nations of the world, came over to 
christianity at its first appearance, we may be sure 
there were great numbers of wise and learned men, 
besides those whose names are in the christian records, 
who, without deubt, took care to examine the truth of 











“ar 




















40 


eur Saviour’s history before they would leave the re- 
ligion of their country and of their forefathers, for the 
sake of one that would not only cut them off from the 
allurements of this world, but subject them to every 
thing terrible or disagreeable in it. Tertulian tells 
the Roman governours that their corporations, councils, 
armies, tribes, companies, the palace, senate and 
courts of judicature, were filled with christians. As 
Arnobius asserts, that men of the finest parts and learn- 
ing, orators, grammarians, rhetoricians, lawyers, phy- 
sicians, philosophers, despising the sentiments they 
had been once fond of, took up their rest in the chris- 
tian religion. 

5th. Who can imagine that men of this character did 
not thoroughly inform themselves of the history of that 
person whose doctrine they embraced? For, however 
common to reason his precepts appeared, how good 
soever were the effects which they produced in the 
world, nothing could have tempted men to have ac- 
knowledged him as their God and Saviour, but their 
being firmly persuaded of the miracles he wrought and 
the many attestations of his divine mission, which were 
to be met with in the history of his life. 

This was the ground-work of the christian religion, 
and if this failed, the whole superstructure sunk with 
it. This point, therefore, of the truth of our Saviour’s 
history as recorded by the evangelists, is every where 
taken for granted in the writings of those, who, from 
pagan philosophers, became christian authors; and 
who, by reason of their conversion, are to be looked up- 
on as of the strongest collateral testimony, for the truth 
of what is delivered concerning our Saviour. 

6th. Besides innumerable authors that are lost, we 
have the undoubted names, works, or fragments of sev- 
eral Pagan philosophers, which show them to be as 
learned as any unconverted heathen authors of the age 
in which they lived. If we look into the great nurseries 
of learning in those ages of the world, we find in Athens, 
Dionysius, Quadratus, Aristides, Athenagorus ; and in 
Alexandria, Dionysius, Clemens, Ammonis. Arnobius, 
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to whom we may add Origen, for, though his father was 
a christian martyr, he became, without controversy, 
the most learned and able philosopher of his age, by his 
education at Alexandria, in that famous seminary of 
arts and sciences. 





LETTER FROM A LADY To A DEIST—No. 2. 





























Dear Sin—I never doubted your word: I think I 
should as soon doubt my existence. [ believe you inca- 
pable of deceit, certainly you could have disguised your 
sentiments, for [had not any idea of them but it would 
have been duplicity of conduct which you hate equal- 
ly with myself, for whoever fails in their own estima- ie 
tion excites in their heart that deep regret which is not 
easily removed. You doubt my affection, you think it 
impossible that any person could make such a sacrifice, 
could voluntarily give up the object of their choice | 
because he was a deist. Alas, my friend, here you ; 
betray your ignorance of your own powers of mind. 
By your persuasive eloquence, should [ not be called | 
into the gay world which | had renounced ? By your 

situation Should I not be entangled by its pomps and | 
vanities ? And O, infinitely more to be dreaded, might ps 
1 not yield to those subtle arguments that has overcome f | 
a mind created for heaven and happiness. Who does 

not know the contagion of example, and how easily we 

assimilate to those we love. 








‘¢O that you could but reach the tree of life ! 
For here it grows unguarded from our taste ; 

No flaming sword denies our entrance here ; 
Would man but gather, he might live for ever.”’ 


‘‘ Open his eyes dread Deity! to read 

The tacit doctrines of thy work ; to see A | 

‘Things as they are, unaltered through the glass | 

Of worldly wishes. Time, Eternity, | 

(’Tis these mis-measured, ruin all mankind ;) 

Set them before him, let him lay them both 
G 
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. the light of revelation ? Shall we vainly think that he 
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In equal scale, and learn their various weight ; 
Let Time appear a moment as it is, 
And let Eternity’s full orb, at once 
Turn on his soul, and strike it into heaven. 














Lorenzo! know 
** Who worship God, shall find him. Humble love, 
And not proud reason keeps the door of heaven ; 
Man’s science is the culture of his heart ; 

And not to lose his plummet in the depth 

Of nature, or the more profound of God. 

For what a thunder of Omnipotence 

(So might I dare to speak!) is seen in all! 

In man ! in earth! in more amazing skies ! 
Teaching this lesson pride is loath to learn, 

Not deeply to discern, not much to know, 
Mankind was born to wonder and adore.” 






















Scarcely can | think of a greater inconsistency than 
for a christian to marry an infidel; it certainly argues the 
greatest vanity, or the highest presumption. Can we 
possibly think that our walk and cenversation, that our 
most perfect example will have more influence than 









will consider our conduct to be under the influence of the 
Divine Spirit, when he doubts the agency of the Divine 
Spirit ? Can we make him think that we live under the 
solemn impression, that we must all appear at the judg- 
ment seat of Christ, and give an account of our actions, 
who does not believe that God takes cognizance of hu- 
man actions; or shall we dare presume that mercy will 
triumph over justice in our behalf? “ AGod all mercy, 
is a God unjust.” The divine attributes must act in con- 
cert. 

To unite our fate with one whose principles, whose 
views are diametrically opposite to our’s, to forego the 
pure, the sacred delight of reading the Holy Scrip- 
tures together, and conversing upon the sublime truths 
therein contained, to exchange our sacred library for 
profane history, to sacrifice our piety to our politeness, 
by sitting whole evenings to hear the most uninterest- 
ing events : events which will neither aid our growth 
in grace, nor in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
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Jesus Christ, is certainly the highest presumption. As 
the shadows of the evening flee away, and the deep- 
ning shade of night comes on, the christian feels her 
dependence on God more impressively, and her need 
of his divine protection. She wishes to praise his ador- 
able name and ask his paternal protection at this in- 
teresting season. Her friend wants to finish his book, 
and he wants her to hear it. What must she do? Her 
bible has constantly told her she cannot serve two mas- 
ters ; her bible and her heart both tell her to rever- 
ence her husband ; besides, submission is a duty abso- 
lutely enjoined in the “phos atege amiable condescen- 
sion is a grace of sacred implantation, and if she refus- 
es his reasonable requests, how will she make him be- 
lieve that she studies to adorn the doctrine of God her 
Saviour? The result is clear, she must hear the book 
or offend her husband ; this contracts the season of de- 
votion—the divine command comes with power to her 
mind, “ Thou shalt not offer to the Lord any thing which 
hath a blemish.” Is her heart perfect before the all- 
seeing eye of Jehovah? Is it prepared to hold com- 
munion with Ged? The morning arrives—the whole 
appearance of the visible heavens, the face of nature, 
the health of herself and family, with every concurring 
circumstance, all conspire to lead her to the throne of 
grace ; bat ah, what are her feelings as she retires alone 
under the solemn conviction that her family are living 
without God in the world. She begins her prayer, her 
husband’s conversion is her first petition. ‘The gospel 
sounds, and the sound reverberates through her heart. 
“ He that denieth me, him will I deny before my Fa- 
ther who is in heaven.” She returns to her family, she 
looks at her beloved, she sees the different goals 
to which they are hastening; she feels that “none 
can redeem his brother, or give to God a ransom for 
his soul.” Again she attempts to reason with him, he 
smiles, she begs him to mn the scriptures—he says 
he has read and studied them a great while. Thus ends 
the morning conference, the day is devoted to compa- 
ny, the evening to cards. | 
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The real christian has learnt that here she has no con- 
tinuing city, and is cn | one to come whose builder 
and maker is God; that she is a stranger and pilgrim 
on the earth, and that she cannot boast of to-morrow. 
Consequently she has not a moment to spare ; how 
then can she give to the world and its vanities the larg- 
est portion of her time; but ifshe connects herself with 
a man of the world, will she not give to the world and 
ifs vanities the largest portion of i time ? If she does 
not, peace and happiness will soon desert her habita- 
tion; for “ how can two walk together except they 
agree.” Another important consideration is the divine 
command, “ Be not conformed to the world, come ye 
out from among them, and be ye separate, and ye shall 
be my sons and daughters saith the Lord Almighty.” 

Happiness is the desire of every rational mind, but it 
never was, nor never will be obtained by disobedience 
to the author of our existence. Infinite wisdom has 
marked the way and let down the golden chain which 
connects earth and heaven, and declared that * godli- 
ness is profitable in all things, having the promise of 
the life that now is, and of that which is to come.” 
The life that now is, without the prospect of a glorious 
and blissful immortality is far from being a blessing ; 
this is demonstrated by the incalculable price which it 
cost for our redemption. The life that now is which has 
a well founded hope of a glorious immortality, is a para- 
dise on earth; the light afflictions which spontaneous- 
ly flow from the constitution of our nature, and the in- 
nate depravity of mankind are but for a moment, and 
that moment bears her little bark on its ceaseless tide, 
safely o’er the waves of this troublesome world to the 
haven of eternal rest. I would not exchange my hope 
of that life and immortality which was brought to light 
by the gospel, to be possessed of deivenial canpive l 
would not live in voluntary alienation from that merciful 
Being who opened the gates of heaven to all believers, 
for all that earthly love and friendship could bestow, 
for the most perfect character who denied him. And 
how could I live otherwise than in a state of alienation 
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from and forgetfulness of him, when my tongue was 
condemned to perpetual silence on the heavenly theme, 
and the meditations of my heart continually interrupt- 
ed by the follies and vanities attendant on my situa- 
tion. 

[again repeat it, 1 would not give up my hope, nor fet- 
‘er my mind with such restrictions to be possessed of 
universal empire. Realize for a moment how those 
hours that ought to bear on their wings the sweet inter- 
change of sentiments would pass. Those circumstances 
so deeply interesting to you, and of which your san- 
guine heart would speak with rapture, are to me of 
very little value. They carry on their front the stamp 
of vanity, and she who rests upon them as her anchor 
of hope, will find vexation of spirit. 

Believe me, it is hoping against hope, to suppose it 
possible that a soul which has been visited by the 
grace of God, that has set her affections on things above 
and not on things below, can turn back to the beggar- 
ly elements of this world; but perhaps, (how shall I 
trace the sentence) perhaps your own mind is yielding 
to the powerful remonstrance of conscience. 

Alas! this idea is inadmissible—I must conclude this 
letter—but how shall I close it without expressing the 
most feryent wishes for your happiness. But you do 
not believe that | wish your happiness; just as ration- 
ally may you doubt if 1 wish my own. I do not wish to 
read any more of D.’s writings; I think him an incom- 
petent judge of sacred history. 

Adieu for the present ; I shall write in a few days 
and endeavour to delineate to the best of my abilities, 
the happiness which must flow from the marriage un- 
ion of real christians. You will then hold my argu- 
ments in the scale of justice and see the balance in my 
favour, and possibly you may see that it is not educa- 
tion nor enthusiasm that can give strength of mind to 
make a decision which must break the strong bonds of 
sweetest, purest friendship and unabated affection. 
Ono! You must aseribe it to that power, who holds 
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the meanest of his servants in safety by keeping them 
from temptation. : 


“ Have I not then accomplish’d my proud boast ! 
Did I not tell thee we would rise, Lorenzo ? 

And kindle our devotion at the stars ; 

And have I fail’d ?”’ 


To that Almighty power whose prerogative it is to 
convince the understanding and convert the soul, | 
commend you most ardently, beseeching you to read 
without prejudice with a heart open to conviction, and 
with as much avidity the arguments in fayour of the 
Christian religion, as you have those against it. It will 
always give you pleasure, and if I may judge by my 
own feelings, you will. need some auxiliary resources 
when the last adieu shall close the sweet interchange 
of sentiment. Seal, forever seal our last letters, and 
bring to recollection those happy seasons which are 
gone forever. lam, &c. &c. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER To miss M. C. 


There are few circumstances that could occur which 
] could not meet with more fortitude; but to be oblig- 
ed to keep a constant watch upon our hearts, to live in 
continual restraint, to appear as usual uniformly cheer- 
ful under such a heavy, such an almost unparalleled 
event, is a task not easy to perform. Submission is a 
duty.—But we are so constituted, that it is impossible 
that perfect resignation to the divine will can be at- 
tained atonce. The christian graces are progressive. 
The most perfect conviction that all events are the re- 
sult of infinite wisdom, and will ultimately work together 
for our good will not immediately repress the rising sigh, 
and that Almighty hand that will once wipe the tear of 
sorrow from all faces, is not immediately lifted up for 
that purpose. Indeed, there is consolation, if not lux- 
ury in indulging them, if we are conscious that they do 
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not reproach our heavenly Father. But this indul- 
gence is denied me; a tear ora sigh would at this time 
appear as signs of regret for the resolution I have 
made, and do more to injure the cause I have espoused, 
than the most powerful argument I could use to con- ! 
vince them thatI had made a voluntary sacrifice, and | 
was entirely satisfied with what I had done. 





«¢ When heaven would kindly set us free, 
And earth’s enchantments end ; 

It takes the most effectual means, 

And robs us of a friend. 


** Yes, ev’n in agonies forbear, 
To doubt Almighty love, 
Whate’er endears eternity, , 
Is mercy from above. 


‘Let plausive resignation rise 
And banish all complaint ; 
All virtues thronging into one, 
It finishes the saint. 





** Makes the man blest as man can be, 
Life’s labours renders light ; 

Dart beams through life’s incumbent gloom -y 
And lights our sun by night. 


“‘But, who to heaven their hearts can raise, 

Denied divine support ; yy it 
All virtue dies—support divine, | 
The wise with ardour court.” 






Without divine ae nature would soon fail; but : 
leaning upon the anchor of hope, casting our cares up- | 
op the Almighty, we shall be sustained, strengthened, f 


improved, and capacitated for the glorious mansion of H 
eternal rest. ; 





**God’s own soft hand shall wipe the tear 
From every weeping eye.” 


And there shall be no more sorrow, nor pain, nor dis- | 
appointment. | 

Adieu, dear Mary, write soon, and believe me with | 
unabated affection, your sincere friend. | 
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Extract from the life of the Rev. Thomas Scott, D. D, 


The bible society also shared his warmest attachment. 
and its success afforded him the most unfeigned joy. 
Several of his latest excursions were made to assist at 
the meeting ofits auxiliary societies. ‘The substance of 
two of his speeches on these occasions, one delivered 
at High-W ycombe, in 1812, and the other at the meet- 
ing of the Vale of Aylesbury Society, held at Hadden- 
ham, in 1816, was at the request of the respective com- 
mittees, reduced to writing, and published with their re- 
ports. The ‘last of tliese societies, since become one of 
considerable extent, and dignified with high patronage, 
may be regarded as having originated with his family ; 
and its associations are spread through the neighbour- — 
ing “villages all around Aston. The former of the 
speeches referred to, was delivered just at the period 
of Dr. Marsh’s opposition to the society; and exhibits 
a specimen of tense and pointed argumentation. The 
closing sentences may be introduced here as _illustra- 
tive of its author’s spirit with regard to these societies. 

I conclude as I began: “precious bible, what a 
treasure!” The light of our feet and the lanthorn of 
our paths ; ; our guide i in youth, our comfort in old age, 
our antidote against the fear of death. The longer | 
live, the more I fel for those who have not the word of 
God. I am growing old, and feel the infirmities of age. | 
know I mustsoon die: I am a sinner against God : [ must 
appear before him in judgment: I must exist for ev er, in 
happiness or misery ; but can find no light, no hope, 
no comfort except from the bible. What should I do 
without the bible, and that Saviour whom the bible re- 
veals tome? While, then, the bible is our own invalu- 
ble treasure, the source of all our knowledge, hope 
and comfort, let us do what we can to communicate the 
ar treasure to others also, all over the world. 

Ve can do but little individually, it is true ; yet great 
multitudes, cordially uniting may effect much. 

Time was, since | can remember, when, if | had pos- 
sessed the means in other respects, | should hardly 
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have known how to have reached out the blessings be- 
yond my own contracted circle. But this society, and 
others of a similar nature, so to speak, lengthens my 
views, and by concurring heartily in the designs of those 
who conduct them, we may stretch out .our hands to 
the inhabitants of the east and of the west—of Afri- 
ca, of Asia, of America, as well as of Europe ; and give 
to them the light of life. Letus then do what we can 
while here, and so wait for the mercy of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ unto eternal life. 


Extract from a Sermon, by the Rev. Mr. Buckminster, 
preached before the Boston Female Asylum, Sept. 1810. 


I intreat thee, help those women which laboured with me in the gos- | 
pel, whose names are in the book of life.—Phil. 1v. 3. 


This is one of the numerous passages in the gospel 
history, where honourable mention is made of the fe- 
male sex. From the angel’s salutation of the virgin 
mother of our Lord, to the letter of John the beloved 
apostle, to the elect lady and her children, the new- 
testament is full of their exertions, their affection, 
fidelity and influence. 

In the course of our Saviour’s ministry, sublime and 
solemn as was his supernatural character, we find fre- 
quent examples ef his attention to them and their at- 
tention to him. To the woman of Samaria he made 
the first declaration of his Messiahship, and impart- 
ed the first principles of his.new and spiritual doc- 
trine, and this too with a condescension which sur- 
prised his disciples, who wondered that he ialked with 
the woman. We find him alsoa frequent guest in the 
family of Martha and Mary; for Jesus, we are told, 
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. One ot 
these affectionate sisters, to testify her respect for 
his person just before his sufferings, came with a 
box of costly perfume, and poured it over his head as 
he sat at meat; and with so much pleasure did he re- 
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ceive this offering of female affection, that even the 

disciples murmured, while he declared that wherever 

3 eee was preached it should be told as a memori- 
her. 

“Mary Magdalene too, a Jewish lady of some wealth, 
and consideration, makes a distinguished figure among 
the friends of Jesus. She has been most strangely 
and unjustly confounded with that penitent female who 
had been a sinner, and who bathed our Lord’s feet 
with tears of contrition. But Mary Magdalene had 
been cured by our Saviour of one of the most terrible 
maladies which can afflict our suffering nature, and the 
fondest employment of her recov ered reason seems to 
have been to listen to her deliverer, and to minister to 
him of her substance. With many of the women she 
followed him from Galilee through that scene of sul- 
fering, when all the disciples from our sex forsook him 
and fled. The women never lost sight of him till he 
was raised upon the cross, then they stood by and wit- 
nessed his expirig moments. 

They left not the body till it was deposited in the 
tomb, then they saw where it was laid and prepared 
their spices to embalm it. On the Sabbath they were 
obliged to leave it and rest “according to the com- 
mandment ;” but their wakeful eyes caught the first 
streaks of eastern light on the morning of the resurrec- 
tion ; and to the women watching and weeping at the 
sepulehre appeared the first delightful vision of the 
Lord of glory, risen in all the freshness of his new and 
immortal life. 

Some of the earliest and most faithful converts of the 
apostles, were also from this sex. To the assembled 
saints and widows, Peter presented Dorcas alive who 
had been full of good works and alms-deeds which she 
did. The tender heart of Lydia was melted at the 
preaching of Paul, and in his epistles he seldom fails to 
send salutations to some of those excellent females, 
who by their works of charity and labours of love, cher- 
ished the feeble community of persecuted christians. 
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and illustrated the amiable spirit and benignant influ- 
ence of the religion they professed. 

Perhaps it is not diflicult to account for those fre- 
quent examples of female christianity so interesting and 
yet so honourable to the gospel. The men in Judea were 
looking for a Prince as their Messiah, who should an- 
swer their ambitious hopes, not only by the restoration 
of the kingdom of Israel, but also by dispensing in- 
dividual honours and personal distinctions in his ap- 
proaching dominion. Every Jew, therefore, as he ex- 
pected a share of this splendid power, felt a portion of 
vanity which belonged to the expected masters of the 
world. Hence, they at first approached our Lord 
with impatience and high raised hopes, but finding 
him, contrary to their previous fancy, so poor, meek, 
unpretending, spiritual and unambitious, they often re- 
tired in disgust, which, in the great men of the nation, 
his rebukes often inflamed to rage. 

Meanwhile the Jewish women, in their retired and 
subordinate station, had little share in these ambitious 
expectations. ‘The mother of Zebedee’s children when 
she came to ask a favour of Christ, solicited nothing 
for herself, but only for her sons, that they might have 
offices in his kingdom. ‘To the happiness of the Jew- 
ish women, it was of little consequence whether the 
standard of the expected universal empire waved on 
the temple of Jerusalem, or the capitol at Rome. No 
wonder then, they were delighted when they saw 
Christ, the prince, the. idol of the Jewish expectation, 
treating their sex with distinguished kindness; they 
were more at leisure to feel and contemplate the mor- 
al greatness of Jesus the sufferer, while the other sex 
were eager to see the sign from heaven which should 
mark out Jesus the triumphant. 

The women were won by the tears which they saw 
him shed at the grave of Lazarus in sympathy with the: 
afflicted sisters. But the men who were standing by 
were dissatisfied, “ For, (said they) could he not have 
caused that Lazarus should not have died ?” And when 
Jesus, the wonder and glory of Judea, the suffering 
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prince cast his last look from his cross down on the 
fainting Mary, and says to John with his last breath, 
* Behold thy mother !” Is it to be wondered at, that 
the women who stood by and heard it, should have 
watched this body, and embalmed this corpse from 
which a spirit so affectionate had just taken its flight. 

This regard for the founder of our faith they seem 
to have continued to the apostles ; for the christian 
communities in the first ages were distinguished by an 
order of women who “ ministered to the necessities of 
the saints, who brought up children, who lodged stran- 

rs, who washed the saints’ feet.” who relieved the 
afflicted, and diligently followed every good work, thus 
embalming anew the remains of their Lord in the fra- 
grance of their charities towards the church which is 
his body. 

[ fancy myself standing in the presence of their suc- 
cessors who have not forfeited the religious character 
of the friends of Jesus, and who yet feel the unimpaired 
influence of his affectionate religion. Do not imagine 
that we disparage the glory, or that we lightly esteem 
the power of christianity, when we say it is the only re- 
ligion for the female sex: though it was introduced for 
the good of the whole world, it produces much of this 
good by its effects on their condition and its power on 
their hearts. 

When we find upon opening the gospel, such language 
as this, “ Blessed are the poor in spirit; blessed are 
the meek, the merciful, the peace-makers, the calumni- 
ated,” is it surprising that the most fond and faithful 
votaries of such a religion, should be found among a 
sex destined by their very constitation to the exercise 
of the passive, the quiet, the secret, the humble vir- 
tues ? Is it surprising that while the self-styled lords of 
the creation are absorbed in the pursuits of wealth and 


‘ambition, distracted in the game of war and politicks, 


or kept by business or pleasure out of the knowledge of 
that care and obscurity to which their female partners 
are separated by the customs of society ? Is it surpris- 
ing that the dependant solitary female. in looking round 
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her for a bosom where she may pour out her secrets, or 
assuage her anxieties, should resort with peculiar ten- 
derness and confidence to that invisible parent who 
is always present to her aid, and thus acquire a habit 
of devotion. 

Accustomed more to retirement than to active life, 
you have more leisure and consequent disposition for 
religious contemplation, It is also infinitely honoura- 
ble to your character that you ever feel a secret sym- 
pathy with a religion which unlocks all the sources of 
benevolent affection which smiles on every exercise of 
compassion and every act of kindness. We may say 
too, perhaps that your hearts, not hardened by the pos- 
session of power, the pains of avarice, or the emulation 
of publick life, are more alive to the accents of pardon 
by Jesus Christ, more awake to the glories of the invis- 
ible world. 

The gospel came to throw a charm over domestick 
life, and in retirement the first objects that it found 
were mothers and their children. \t came to bind up the 
broken hearted, and for that office, woman was always 
best prepared. It came to heal the sick, and woman 
was already waiting at their couches. It came to open 
the gates of life on the languid eye of the dying peni- 
tent, and woman was every where to be seen softly 
tending at the pillow and closing the eyes of the de- 
pang: 

With this superiour susceptibility of religious im- 
pression and aptitude to the practical duties of the gos- 
pel, | know there are evils associated, against which 
it is difficult to guard. 

Sensibility degenerates into weakness, and religious 
awe into superstition in your sex, oftener perhaps, than 
in ours. Yet with all these dangers and inconven- 
iences, | believe that if christianity should be compel- 
led to flee from the mansions of the great, the acade- 
mies of the philosophers, the halls of ie islators, or the 
throng of busy men, we should find her last and purest 
retreat with woman ; her last altar would be the fe- 
male heart; her last audience would be the children 
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gathered around the kuees of a mother; her last sacri- 
fice the secret prayer escaping in silence from her 
lips, and heard, nppeshapes only at the throne of God. 

But enough of the religious character of the female 
sex ; to say more, perhaps would be insidious, and to 
have said less would hardly have been just to thosc 
meek spirits who have in every age given a charm and 
mid lustre to the gospel which they first hailed as 11 
dawned over the hills of Palestine. 

What has christianity done for that sex to which it 
seems so well adapted, and what ought they now to do 
for christianity. Thes¢ are the remaining heads of our 
discourse. 

1. What has the introduction of christianity done tor 
your sex? This inquiry presents itself with peculiar in- 
terest on this occasion, when we are called to appear 
before an assembly of females, who, under the genial 
influence of the christian religion, and of this alonc 
have founded and supported and successfully conduct- 
ed the institution before us. In former ages and un- 
der any other system of religion, these children instead 
of being nourished as they now are, by the care oi 
christian women, would probably have been exposed 
at their birth to perish oiler the broad cone of heav- 
en; and you ladies, instead of assembling with your 
young and tender orphans to praise the father of the 
fatherless, and claiming the respect and patronage oi 
our sex, would have been crouching under our tyran- 
ny, or ministering to our passions, or leading in ob- 
scure apartments assigned to your sex, a selfish, vapid 
and unprofitable life. But now, wherever this gospel 
is preached, that which these women have done shall 
be told for a memorial of them and of their sex. These 
walls, this service, these orphans, this audience, and 
allthe circumstances which surround us, proclaim the 


blessedness oi the gospel. 
[To RE CONTINUED.] 





30 
ON RELIGION. 


Religion, hail! whose captivating charms 

Impart to human minds sublimest joy, 

And raise the soul in silent adorations 

To heaven’s high throne—the seat of the eternal. 

’Tis thou who can’st rescind the various ills 

Of human being. Cease the tear of wo, 
Dispel the lingering sounds of gloomy care, 
Or stop the impetuous torrent of revenge 
Which hurries mortals to perdition’s verge.— 
Possess’d of thee, what are the toys of wealth ° 
Or pomp and splendour of a monarch’s court ° 
The vivid beauty of the glittering gem, 

The diamond’s lustre, or the ruby’s hue. 
Alas! their beauties fade before thy power 
Like the illusions of an airy dream. 
Disperse when sleep relinquishes his reign, 
And reason reassumes her native throne. 

’Tis thou who can’st inspire true peace of mind 
When Death's pale angel cuts the thread of lif 
And nature sickens.— . 
To youth thou giveth a charm surpassing far 
‘The charm of beauty which in time shall fade, 
Lose all its bloom and like the blushing rose 
Droop and decay : 

But by thy power the immortal soul 

(When this frail body slumbers in the grave) 
Shall rise with never fading beauty crown’d, 
And mount triumphant on the wings of bliss 
To realms of pleasure and eternal joy.” 


ANECDOTE OF DOCTOR BOERHAAVE. 


it was the daily practice of that eminent physician 
Dr. Boerhaave, throughout his whole life, as soon as he 
arose in the morning (whichwas generally very early) to 
retire for an hour to private prayer and meditation up- 
on some parts of the scriptures. He often told his 
friends, when they asked him how it was possible for 
him to go through so much fatigue, “'That it was this. 
which gave him such spirit and vigour in the business 
of the day.” ‘This therefore, he recommended as the 
besi rule he could give: “for nothing (he said) could 
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tend more to the health of the body than the tranquil- 
lity of the mind, and that he knew nothing which could 
support himself, or his fellow-creatures amidst the va- 
rious distresses of life, but a well grounded confidence 
in the Supreme Being upon the principle of christian- . 


ity. 


EXTRACT FROM THE DIGNITY OF HUMAN NATURE. 


Human reason unassisted from above, shews itself 
so far from sufficient for leading mankind in general in- 
to a completely right belief and practice, that in al- 
most every point beyond mere simple right and wrong 
it leads to errour, or falls short of truth. 

As the naked eye though very fit for directing our 
way on earth, yet misrepresents through its weakness, 
every celestial object; shews the sun no bigger than a 
chariot-wheel, the moon flat like a plate of silver, and 
the planets like lucid points. The same eye strength- 
ened by a telescope, sees the sun, and moon, and plan- 
ets, large and globular as they really are. Revelation 
is that to reason, which a telescope is to the eye; an 
retin sy and improvement. As he who would see 
the wonders of the heavens, arms his eye with a teles- 
cope; so does the judicious inquirer into religious 
truth, apply to revelation for those informations which 
reason alone would never have given, though it judges 
of, and approves them, when given. And as the astrono- 
mer does not think of putting out his eye, in order to 
see better with atelescope ; so neither does the judi- 
cious advocate for revelation desire to oppose it to rea- 
son, but to examine it by reason, and to improve his reasor 


by tt. 
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Letter from a Lady to a Gentleman on the doctrine of Un- 
versal Salvation.—VJVo. 1. 


Dear Sir—I offer no apology for writing to you at 
this time. The desire of your present and eternal fe- 
licity supercedes the necessity of any words foreign to 
my argument, and hastens me at this momentous pe- 
riod of your life, while you are “halting between two 
opinions,” and balancing in your mind whether to com- 
mit your unchanging, your eternal destiny to the doc- 
trine of Universal Salvation, or in other words, to the 
unbounded mercy of God; or to the hands of a faithful 
Creator, who. is himself bound with the (cestus, if 5 
may so speak,) inseparable attributes of Love, Mercy, and 
Justice, and must of necessity act, must govern earth and. 
heaven by their united influence. Happiness must have 
for its basis an tmmoveable foundation. ‘This is proved 
from the universal experience of mankind, who in all 
ages, have acknowledged that it is not to be found in all 
the combined good of this world. The pursuit of hap- 
piness, is a dictate of nature and a divine command ; 
and because of the imbecility of our nature, the uni- 
versal Parent of mankind has graciously vouchsafed to 
aid our reason by divine revelation, which has proved 
“A light to our feet, and a lamp to our path.” A 
light infallible as truth; sure as heaven. And of the 
thousands who are anxiously inquiring, “Who will 
shew us any good ?” If in the language of the royal 
penitent, they would say, “ Lord lift upon me the light 
of thy countenance,” they would find the pearl of great 
| sing and find it infinitely superiour to an earthly dia- 

em. ‘They would find more pleasure in the law of 
God, than in the “ increase of their corn, and wine, and 
oil,” and feel some degree of that sublime delight 
which he realized when breathing these divine sen- 
tences. “Thy law is dearer to me than thousands of 
gold and silver. O how J love thy law! It is my medi- 
tation all the day. Through thy precepts I get under- 
standing ; therefore, I hate every false way ; I esteem 


all thy precepts concerning all things to be right; my 
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eyes prevent the night watches, that | might meditate 
on thy word. 

Thy word is true from the beginning: and every one of 
thy righteous judgments endureth for ever. 1 have 
chosen the way of truth. Thy judgments have I laid be- 
ore me. Seven times a day do! praise thee, because of 
thy righteous judgments. Great peace have they who love 
thy law, and nothing shall offend them.” 1n this, and every 
view of the royal penitent, we see the glorious, the tri- 
umphant result of studying the sacred law of God. We 
behold the sacred attributes of Deity in heavenly concert, 
all uniting in one centre; all linked in that radiant 
chain that binds the soul to heaven; and all our rea- 
soning powers are compelled to exclaim with the poet, 


“ A God all mercy, is a God unjust.’’’ 


It is very evident that the “man alter God’s own 
heart,” the inspired prophet, did not decide upon the 
sacred attributes to the exclusion of justice, for he says, 
“[ know, O Lord, that thy judgments are right, righteous 
art thou O Lord, and upright are thy judgments.” 

Possibly you will say, he had reference to temporal 
judgments. This cannot be. Almost every sentence, 
he utters, he invokes the future destiny of man. His 
allusions chiefly point to an interminable existence, 
to that solemn period, when “the wicked shall be 
turned into hell, with all the nations that forget God.” 
The doctrine of Universal Salvation was the first sermon 
ever preached to man, and the text was, “ Thou shalt 
not surely die,” and it still vibrates on his ravished ear. 
The banished family—the fast-closed gates of para- 
dise—the flaming sword pointing at every avenue, still 
points in vain. Justice is concealed under the atoning 
blood of a crucified Saviour, and Mercy is made the én- 
umphant attribute of a just and holyGod. ‘The loss of hap- 
piness, or in other words, the loss of union and com- 
munion with God; the awful banishment from the di- 
vine presence ; their loss of dominion over the fish of 
the sea, and over the fowls of the air, and over every 
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living thing that moveth upon the earth; but above 
all, their loss of the divine image, preach to us in vain ; 
the divinely inspired prophets prophecy in vain. Hear 
their denunciations against those false prophets who 
promised peace to the wicked, “ Because with les ye 
have made the heart of the righteous sad, whom I have 
not made sad; and strengthened the hands of the wick- 
ed, that he should not return from his wicked ways, 
by promising him life. Therefore, ye shall see no more 
vanity, nor divine divinations; for] will deliver my 
people out of your hands; and ye shall know that I am 
the Lord. They have seen vanity and lying divina- 
tions, saying, Zhe Lord saith: and the Lord hath not 
sent them, and they have made others to hope that they would 
confirm the word. “ ‘Thus saith the Lord of hosts, heark- 
en not unto the words of the prophets that prophecy 
unto you. They make you vain: they speak a vision 
of their own hearts, and not out of the mouth of the 
Lord. They say still unto those who despise me, the 
Lord hath said, ye shall have peace. And they say unto 
every one that walketh after the imagination of his own 
heart, no evil shall happen unto you.” The finished 
work of the cross is your salvation. “God is love,” 
“his tender mercies are over al] his works.” 


These words to sinners’ ears, 
Sound like the musick of the spheres. 


But the gospel holds the balance of justice and the 
heaven-taught commission given by Christ to his apostles 
after the mediatorial work was completed, was thus, 
“Go ye inte all the world, and preach the gospel t6 
every creature. He that believeth shall be saved, and 
he that believeth not shall be damned.”* Add to this 
the solemn denunciations that follow. Examine the 
doctrines of Christ’s apostles: have they not asserted, 
“Without holiness no man shall see the Lord.”+ “Except 
ye have the spirit of Christ, ye are none of his.”{— 
“Many,” said our adorable Saviour, “shall say unto 


—_— 


* Mark, xvi. 15. + Hebrews, xii. 14. t Romans, iii. 9.  ° 
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me Lord, Lord, and I shall say unto them, depart from 
me, ye workers of iniquity.” 

Are there not many portions of scripture which they 
who are unstable and unlearned, wrest as they do the 
other doctrines to their own destruction ? 

But vain is the attempt to place the argument ina 
proper point of view in the small compass of a letter, 
From Genesis to the last verse of Revelation, the eter. 
nal Jehovah reveals himself to the human family, as 
“ The Lord God, gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 
forgiving iniquity, transgression and sin, and will by no 
means clear the guilty.” O let reason, let the revealed 
will of God guide your understanding ; search the scrip- 
tures,” and say, can infinite wisdom, can unbounded 
love terrify his dependant* creatures with unmeaning 
threats? Has he no compassion for the millions, who, 
through fear of death, are all their life time subject to 
bondage ? Can he be pleased with the vain sacrifice of 
servile fear? The scriptures aflirm the contrary. 

If eternal happiness were to have been awarded to ev- 
ery one independent of character, paradise would not 
have been lost ; man would have retained his primeval 
dignity, and passed his life in ascriptions of praise, 


‘To Him whose temple is all space, 
Whose altar, earth, sea, skies, 

One chorus would all beings raise, 
All nature’s incense rise.” 


The wickedness of man would never have been the 
Christian’s criterion of faith; the love of our enemies 
would not have been a divine command, nor would the 
Almighty have assumed the high prerogative of repay- 
ing vengeance to the Christian adversary. O may the 
sacred law of God force itself upon your mind, not with 
the thunders of Sinai, but in the mild and persuasive 
voice of the gospel, carrying conviction of the charac- 
ter of that sacred majesty we daily offend, and the mag- 
nitude of those sins we daily commit. Then shall we 
be compelled to acknowledge that the sacred attri- 
butes to harmonize, must admit that “the law is holy, 





ol 


just, and good ; and realize with the inspired psalmist, 
that “justice and judgment are the habitation of God’s 
throne.” ‘ihis conviction will lead us as rational be- 
ings and candidates for eternity, to present our souls 
and bodies, which is a reasonable service, holy and ac- 
ceptable to the Lord. ‘To love our adorable God and 
Saviour, with all our heart, and our neighbour as our- 
selves. ‘his is heaven begun on earth: this is the 
ladder on which we climb to Pisgah’s top. 
*« Its foot on earth, its height above the skies.” 


This inspires that “ perfect love which casts out fear.” 
The belie of universal salvation, independent of “ re- 
pentance towards God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ,” 
is repugnant toreason. Our understanding revoltsat the 
idea and is constrained to say with the apostle, “If any 
man dove not our Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anatha- 
ma Maranatha:” or he will, he must be banished the 
divine presence, “ for we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive 
the things done in his body according to that he hath 
done, whether it be good or bad. Knowing therefore, 
the terrour of the ya 4 we persuade men: for it is writ- 
ten, as I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to 
me, and every tongue shall confess to God. At the 
name of Jesus every knee shall bow and every tongue 
shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of 
God the Father. 

From the whole of the apostle’s arguments, we must 
infer that God will be glorified in his justice “ that every 
eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him.” 
They shall bow the knee ; not as formerly in insolent 
mockery, but in awiul acknowledgement of that justice, 
which for ever banishes them from the divine presence, 
for ever excludes them from the love of God. Here, 
methinks you ask in the language of the incompar- 
able Watts, 

** What ! to be banish’d from his sight, 
And yet forbid to die ? 


To linger in eternal pains, 
Yet death for ever fly!” 
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St. Paul shall answer, (see the 2d chapier of his 
epistle to the Romans) “ Weare sure that the judgment of 
God is according to truth against them that commit such 
things and thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them 
that do such things, and doest the same, that thou 


shalt escape the judgment of God? Or despisest thou 
the riches of his goodness, and forbearance, and long 
suffering, not knowing that the goodness of God lead- 
eth thee to repentance, but after thy hardness and im- 
penitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against 
the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judg- 
ment of God, who will render to every man.according to 
his deeds. To them who by patient continuance in 
well doing, seek for glory, honour, immortality and 
eternal life. But unto them who are contentious, and 
do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indig- 
nation and wrath, tribulation, and anguish upon every 
soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and alse 
of the Gentile; but glory, honour, and peace to every 
man that worketh good; to the Jew first, and also to 
the Gentile, for there is no respect of persons with 
God. God is no respecter of persons: but in every 
nation, he that feareth him and worketh righteousness, 
is accepted with him. 

I will add a quotation from the words of eternal life, 
from the lips of unerring truth, and may it be a light to 
enlighten your mind, to guide it into all truth. “ And 
these shall go away into everlasting punishment ; but the 
righteous into Ufe eternal.” Read, if you please, the 
a se chapter—Matthew xxv. 

I have often endeavoured to investigate the motive 
which influenced men to preach a doctrine so diamet- 
rically opposite to the doctrine of the gospel: but « My 
understanding searches it in vain.” Every sentence 
that exalts one of the attributes of Deity in triumph 
over the other, does despite to the spirit of grace, and 
presumptuously derogates or rather attempts to destroy 
that eternal law of rectitude given by him who came to 
Save US FROM, not IN OUR SINS. 
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if one of our citizens were publickly to inveigh, or in- 
sidiously to argue against the mild and efficient laws ot 
our country, would he not be regarded as an incendi- 
ary? If his arguments tended to the subversion of or- 
der and the total annihilation of the pure system of 
government which diffuses peace, love and joy through- 
out our happy country, would he not be tried by her 
just and equitable laws? Most certainly he would; 
and most undoubtedly he would be condemned by them 
unless wild insanity could be proved to have usurped the 
place of reason, and lay her claim on that tender mercy 
which inspired those laws. That man should dare pro- 
mulgate a doctrine so entirely subversive of order, and 
contrary to divine authority, could not have been believ- 
ed if it had not been predicted that the offended majesty 
of heaven would send upon them “ strong delusions that 
they might believe a lie, that they all might be damned 


who believe not the truth, but had pleasure in unright- . 


eousness ; for the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against aJl ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who 
hold the truth in unrighteousness; because that which 
may be known of God is manifest in them, for God hath 
shewed it unto them. For the invisible things of him 
are clearly seen, even his eternal power and Godhead : 
so that they are without excuse.” 

O may that God who commanded the light to shine 
out of darkness, shine in your hearts to give the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Je- 
sus Christ. Be not, I beseech you, “carried about 
with every wind of doctrine.” Bring the reasoning 
powers and faculties of your mind to the source of light, 
The Word of God. The law of the Lord 1s perfect, con- 
verting the sow.” Compare the retrogade motion of un- 
restrained nature’s walk and passions, wayward habits 
to the steady path of pieasantness and peace which 
shines brighter and brighter to the perfect day. If you 
adopt this fatal errour, you destroy each motive to vir- 
tuous action: “you strengthen the hands of the Wick- 
ed by promising him life, saying, no evil shall come up- 
on you.” You open the flood-gate of vice, and while 
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the overwhelming torrent is drowning them in perdi- 
tion, in open defiance of divine autiority, you point 
their souls to heaven, and love your own. 


*‘ If angels tremble, ’tis at such a sight.” 


O may it never be said of you, “ It had been good for 
that man, if he had never been born.” 

If our adorable Saviour had never spoken another 
sentence, this would have confounded all the argu- 
ments of man. Ifthe momentary tears of disappoint- 
ed hopes and keen remorse were to be succeeded by 
eternal happiness, could he, who is the truth, and the 
life, have said of Judas, “ [t were better for that man if 
he had never been born ;”’—and “No murderer hath 
eternal lite.” St. Paul was a competent judge of the 
divine veracity, he says to the Romans,“ Let God de 
true and every man aliar.” And to the Galatians, after 
enumerating the various sins, he adds, “ envyings, mur- 
der, drunkenness, revellings, and such like; of the 
which I tell you before, as I have also who told you in 
time past, that they which do such things, shall not in- 
herit the kingdom of God.” 

But why add line upon line to you? The excellent 
examples you daily witness—the all-powerful word of 
God, which, like its glorious author, is ready to guide 
you into all truth, await your research. Divine Spirit 
of love’ guide him by thy council while here, and after 
that receive him to glory. 

[TO BE CONTINUED. ]} 


TO READERS ANC PATRONS. ' 

When this work was commenced, the publisher was far from thinking it would at any 
time be suspended by reasou of any delinquency on her part; but circumstances wich 
no human foresight could counteract, intervened, and for a time put a stop to the ap- 
pearance of the second number. That number is now published and presented to the 
publick, with a hope that the failure alluded to, will be overlooked ; whilst the Editor 
assures the patrons and readers of the Lapigs’ Maeazine, that nothing of the kind will 
again oceur until the woik is finally abandoned. The encouragement alrealy extended 
forbids the existence of a fear that such an event will take place, so long as ber labours 
are rewarded by the patronage and appredation of a discriminating publick. 

The present number is dated Apel. it should bear the date of August. This would 
have been altered, but as the first sheet was struck off at the former date, it could not be 
changed without subjecting the proprietor to more trouble, and a heavier loss than the 
profits of the work wil] admit of. Subsequent Rumbers will appear regularly, bearing the 
proper dates, 





